
of a weekly series arranged by the Dowager Lady Brassey
for the patients in the Middlesex Hospital. Its success sug¬
gests new possibilities for art, whose place in the life of the
nation is now being greatly discussed. Why should it not
take a definite part in the work of the hospital?

PARIS
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

June 24, 1921.
Death of Prof. Jean Fabre

Dr. Jean Fabre, professor of clinical obstetrics at the
school of medicine of the University of Lyons, died recently
in Paris at the age of 55. Fabre was born in Lyons in 1866;
was appointed obstetric surgeon to the hospitals in 1901, and
three years later succeeded Fochier to the chair of clinical
obstetrics. We are indebted to him for his Atlas of Normal
Anatomy and the Pathology of Pregnancy, a compendium on
obstetrics ; also for a series of works on the innervation of
the uterus, albuminuria in pregnancy, etc. He was a sup-
porter of the institution in Lyons called the Gouttes de lait
and also devoted his time and energy to consultations for
nurslings in the tenement quarters of his native city. Since
1919 Fabre had been a corresponding member of the Academy
of Medicine.

Mental Derangement and Divorce
Two deputies, Georges Simond and Andr\l=e'\Tardieu, have

presented the draft of a law giving certain courts authority
to pronounce the dissolution of marriage contracts in cases
of mental derangement in the husband or wife. They men¬
tion the fact that insanity constituted a cause for divorce in
the law of 1792. They believe that it is a benefit to society
to dissolve such unions as are inevitably destined to remain
unfruitful, and thus to make possible new marriages from
which good results may be anticipated as regards the-
repeopling of France. However, since divorce suggests the
idea of some offense having been committed, the dissolution
of marriage and not divorce is entailed by mental derange¬
ment of husband or wife, for the reason that one or the other
is incapable of performing the obligations of marriage, which
is a contract. The dissolution of the marriage contract
should not, however, occur unless it is an established fact
that the spouse afflicted with mental derangement is incur¬
able. That is why serious justification must be required of
any one who demands of a court the dissolution of marriage :
an internment of the patient for more than three consecutive
years in a hospital for the insane, certified by the superin¬
tendent of the hospital for insane, and a certificate of the
medical director stating that mental derangement seems
incurable. On the other hand, the proposed bill includes a
number of paragraphs inserted with a view to safe-guarding
the interests of the insane person and to determining the
manner in which the dissolution of the marriage contract
shall affect the disposition of the property of the husband
and wife concerned.

Social Hygiene in the Liberated Regions
Various features of social hygiene (female inspectors, visit¬

ing nurses, dispensaries, vacation colonies) have been organ¬
ized in nine departments by the minister of liberated regions.
On account of a lack of financial appropriations, these ser¬
vices are threatened with failure. The Commission d'hygiène
sociale de la ligue civique, of which Dr. Roux, director of
the Pasteur Institute, is president, expresses the wish that,
instead of being abolished, these services may be strengthened
and their usefulness extended by the diversion to their needs
of the $2,000,000 donation made by an American citizen, Mr.
Frank H. Bull. The Ligue civique hopes that, instead of a
new society being formed to handle these funds, an auton-

omous bureau of social hygiene may be organized having
judicial authority to accept this donation and others of a
similar nature that are sure to be received from France and
foreign countries, and controlling also the disposition of sub¬
sidies granted by the central government, the departments
and the communes. Such a bureau would insure the contin¬
uation of services that are indispensable in order to repair
the damage done to the health of the inhabitants of the
liberated regions, and to offset the injuries inflicted on the
children who have been the victims of the consequences of a

long foreign occupation.

BELGIUM
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Liege, June 22, 1921.
Justice and Legal Medicine

The sixth congress of M\l=e'\decinel\l=e'\galede langue fran\l=c;\aise
was held, May 23-26, at Li\l=e'\geand Brussels, under the presi-
dency of Messieurs H\l=e'\ger-Gilbertand Stockis. As one

important result accomplished, attention was called to the
important influence that the activities of medicolegal experts
and criminologists have had on legislators and legislation.
In fact, even the magistrates present at this congress
acknowledged the incompleteness of existing laws, which
recognize only two classes of delinquents, the normal and
the insane. Holvoet, the royal solicitor, chose for the sub-
ject of his address : The Criminal Code in Relation to Abnor-
mal Subjects. He proposed adding three new articles to
the criminal code : one dealing with delinquents under 25
years of age, whom a judge would be permitted to turn over
to the care of a governmental prison-school; the other two
articles dealing with abnormal subjects who constitute a
social danger and who may be placed in a special establish-
ment until such time as there shall be reason to believe that
their criminal tendencies have been overcome. This report,
which is well worked out, proposes the introduction of the
indeterminate sentence for abnormal subjects.

Prisons and Anthropology
At the same congress, Dr. Vervaeck presented an interest¬

ing report on the work of the superior council of prisons
and the anthropologie service, in which he expressed the
conviction that the individualization of penalties would be
established sooner or later, and that, as he and his co-worker
Dr. Héger-Gilbert have proposed, the organization of prison
labor would, in the near future, come to be regarded as the
best means of bringing about a normal regeneration of delin¬
quents. By a process of selective examination, which could
be carried out in the psychiatric annex, the bad elements
incapable of adaptation to social conditions would be sepa¬
rated from those more susceptible of regeneration. The use¬
fulness of psychiatric annexes was unanimously accepted.
In these "prison retreats" the psychiatrist will be able to
ferret out the abnormal subject and to give him the needed
treatment. Prisons for abnormal subjects will doubtless fur¬
nish a solution of the vexatious problem of lessened respon¬
sibility due to abnormal mental states.

New Law Concerning Abnormal Children
The recent enactment of a law having for its purpose the

suppression of the abuse of home detention of abnormal chil¬
dren is worthy of note. All abnormal children who are
capable of being educated but who are not adapted for the
special courses of instruction for backward children organ¬
ized by the communes will be admitted to special schools
for the period of their education, all the expense of which
will be borne by the government. To prevent abuses arising
from this extension of the privilege of the use of public
funds, the legislature has established in each province an
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administrative board of supervision and control composed of
psychiatrists and pedagogic specialists. It will be the duty
of this board of supervision to inquire: (1) whether home
detention is necessary; (2) whether detention at home is
feasible, that is, whether the family is able to give the sub¬
normal child necessary care and supervision, and (3) whether
detention as actually carried out is effective ; that is, whether
he is properly cared for and watched over.

Psychiatric Clinics in Universities
In spite of repeated demands presented more particularly

at the bar of the Société de médecine mentale, not a single
suitable psychiatrie clinic has been established at any of our
universities. A committee on organization has been created
for the purpose of promoting the establishment of an inter-
communal psychiatric clinic in Brussels. We may hope that
the labors of this committee will bear fruit, owing to the
influence and the organizing ability of Prof. A. Ley. Unfor¬
tunately, there is no prospect as yet of similar institutions
being established in the state universities.

International League Against Tuberculosis
By virtue of a resolution passed by the Belgian National

League Against Tuberculosis, a prize of 500 francs will be
offered each year for the best work submitted on the subject
of tuberculosis.

PRAGUE
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

July 8, 1921.
Strike of Health Insurance Physicians

The strike of the medical officers of the insurance associa-
tions is still progressing. The central organization of Czecho-
slovak physicians has declared that the strike is complete
throughout the whole republic. They state that the physi-
cians are well pleased because they are not so overburdened
as they used to be, and that they make more money. The
associations have offered an increase of 50 per cent, in' fees
beginning July 1. It seems that the physicians would be
satisfied with this increase in case it should be granted
to them beginning Jan. 1, 1921. It is probable that the strike
must be settled soon in some way or another, because the
special funds for strike purposes of the associations are
exhausted.

Child Welfare Clinics
The American Red Cross, through its representative, Dr.

H. O. Eversole of Los Angeles, is organizing medical and
social child welfare clinics in Czechoslovakia. A central
committee including the representatives of both the minis-
tries of public health and social welfare and all private
organizations working in the field of child welfare has been
created. This committee will advise Dr. Eversole in carry¬
ing out his program and will finally take over the work.
Twenty-two child welfare centers in each of the governmental
districts are being considered. The center will be highly
organized, including a laboratory with a physician in charge
and social workers and public health nurses attached. The
centers will be operated for the first few months by Ameri¬
cans, who will train local workers to take them over later on.

Dr. H. O. Eversole has spent two and a half years with the
Czechoslovakian legions in Siberia as the representative of
the American Red Cross and has many good friends among
the leaders of the new republic.

Conference on Venereal Diseases
In the fall of 1921 a mid-European regional conference on

venereal diseases will be held in Prague. It will be one of
the series of regional conferences which are being organized
through the League of Red Cross Societies all over the world

and of which the Pan-American conference in Washington,
D. C, last fall was the first. Poland, Austria, Roumania,
Jugoslavia, Greece and probably Hungary will send repre¬
sentatives to Prague, where the Czechoslovak Red Cross will
be the host of the delegates. It will be the first international
after-war congress in which all the nations of this war-
stricken corner of the world will take part.

Quinin as a Prophylactic Against Puerperal Infection
In the Journal of Czechic physicians, Dr. Chmelar publishes

a summary of his experience in rural practice during a period
of twelve years. During that time he attended 351 confine¬
ments, some of them under conditions conducive to sepsis.
Among all these cases no serious puerperal infection devel¬
oped when he gave 4 or 5 grains of quinin in the first period
of labor, and for the five following days the same dose two
or three times a day. He believes that this treatment repre¬
sents a very reliable prophylactic measure against puerperal
infection, and recommends it especially for country practice,
in which the physician has to work sometimes under very
difficult conditions.

BERLIN
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

June 12, 1921.
Treatment of Diabetes

At the recent Wiesbaden Congress of Internal Medicine.
a very interesting discussion occurred on the treatment of
diabetes, during which some of the more important experi-
ences gained in the war came up for consideration. The fact
that the two prominent diabetes investigators, von Noorden
of Frankfort-on-the-Main and Minkowski of Breslau, pre-
sented the opening papers on the subject lent particular
interest to the discussion. In the opinion of von Noorden, all
diabetics who have never received systematic treatment or
who have been treated by half-way measures should be sub-
jected to a spare diet, after a period of which they may be
gradually accustomed to a more liberal permanent diet, which,
however, should be interrupted by short periods of a highly
restricted diet. The period of strict diet takes the place of
the yearly trip to Carlsbad or other resorts. The strict,
carbohydrate-free diet is now never employed as a perma-
nent diet. It should, however, still be used as a form of con¬
servation treatment, but with further limitation. of the pro¬
tein content. This feature finds its expression on the so-called
vegetable days. Von Noorden thinks that many investigators
have too great a fear of an excessive fat intake, especially
when the other substances are likewise present in the food.
Von Noorden distinguishes between a strict diet that is rich
in protein and one that is poor in protein. The strict diet
that is poor in protein should not be recommended for more
than five or six days at a time. To prevent injury to the
patient, additional protein will then be necessary; but the
protein may be increased only in the absence of carbo¬
hydrates. Especially in mild cases, strict diet is to be
recommended. Once a week a carbohydrate day (preferably
fruit) can be introduced, which should be followed by a
vegetable day. In this manner we shall prevent protein
metabolism from becoming excessive. In the more severe
cases, oatmeal days or something of that nature should be
interposed. In dealing with emaciated diabetics with cardio¬
vascular symptoms, the change from a strict diet poor in
protein to a strict but protein-rich diet may have a very
salutary effect' and may even save a life. In all cases char¬
acterized by acidosis, an interposition of fast days ("Sundays
for the organs," as he terms them) is desirable. The Allen
procedure was discussed and the opinion seemed to be that It
had brought us nothing essentially new. It is important, dur¬
ing the fast days, to keep the patient in bed with nothing to
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